


M E M O R A N D U M


To:		The Civil Society Institute


From:		Garin-Hart-Yang Research Group


Date:		March 16, 2005


Re:		New Jersey Voter Attitudes on Proposed Stem Cell Initiative





Last week’s survey among 605 likely New Jersey voters yields the following conclusions.  First, the public deeply supports the concept of embryonic and somatic cell nuclear transfer (“SCNT”) stem cell research; second, the proposed ballot initiative to issue $250 million in bonds to fund stem cell research efforts in New Jersey starts off with solid support in a hypothetical election; and finally, an overwhelming majority of New Jerseyans (including those who oppose stem cell research) believe that the stem cell research initiative should be decided on by voters.





The following presents the survey data which illustrate the preceding key points.





Favorable Attitudes Toward Embryonic and SCNT Stem Cell Research


Better than two-thirds (68%) of New Jersey voters say that they favor “medical research that uses stem cells from human embryos,” compared with just 24% who oppose this concept.  Support for stem cell research is widespread and cuts across the electorate.  For example, 77% of Democrats and 73% of independents favor stem cell research, as do half of Republicans (50%).  Three in five (60%) Catholics support stem cell research, as do two-thirds (67%) of Protestants.


	Providing respondents with more information about stem cell research and its possible benefits only increases support.  After they are read a brief paragraph explaining embryonic stem cell research, voters’ support for stem cell research increases to 77% (including 54% who strongly favor) and 22% oppose.


	Just 16% of New Jerseyans say that they have heard or read about somatic cell nuclear transfer SCNT.  While knowledge of SCNT is extremely low, voters express strong support for the medical process after they are read the following description:





“In the SCNT process, scientists remove the DNA from an unfertilized human egg and replace it with genetic material—such as skin cells or heart tissue—from a human patient.  No sperm is used in the process.  Scientists then use this to grow stem cells that can be used for further research into cures or to treat a patient’s disease.”








After hearing this information, three-quarters (77%) of voters say that they favor this process of SCNT stem cell research, while 16% are opposed.  Again, support for SCNT is broad throughout the electorate, including 76% of both Catholics and Protestants who say they favor the process.


	The bottom line is that New Jersey voters have a very favorable impression of stem cell research, and therefore, any ballot initiative that seeks to enhance this medical research is likely to face a highly receptive audience.








Three in Five Voters Support Proposed Ballot Initiative


Before voters are given ANY information about stem cell research—pro or con—they are read the following language of the proposed stem cell research ballot initiative that is currently being debated in the state legislature:





“Shall the State of New Jersey issue bonds in the amount of two hundred and thirty million dollars for the purpose of funding adult and embryonic stem cell research.  The grants would be judged by international experts on stem cell research as to their potential in developing into cures.  An ethics review panel also would review the grants to ensure that all research conducted complies with federal and New Jersey guidelines.  The grants would be given out over a seven-year period, and the State of New Jersey would receive five percent of all royalties on any medical breakthroughs produced with research funded by the grants.”





After hearing this description, 61% of New Jersey voters say that they would vote “yes” on this initiative, compared with 31% who say they would vote “no”; just 8% of the electorate is undecided on this question.  The following table shows reactions to the proposed ballot initiative among key subgroups:





�
Vote “Yes”�%�
Vote “No”�%�
�
All Voters�
61�
31�
�
  Democrats�
73�
20�
�
  Republicans�
40�
50�
�
  Men�
57�
36�
�
  Women�
64�
27�
�
  Age 65 and over�
61�
29�
�
  Catholics�
57�
35�
�
  Protestants�
58�
35�
�



These results strongly suggest that the proposed stem cell research ballot initiative has very good prospects of approval this November.  The subgroup results are encouraging, and while some differences exist along partisan lines, the fact remains that two in five Republicans would vote “yes.”  In addition to the overall vote, we are encouraged by the findings among voters who have strong feelings about the issue: for example, 47% of the electorate are strong “yes” voters (already close to an electoral majority), compared with only 22% who are strong “no” voters.  


�
Majority Favor Putting Stem Cell Initiative on November Ballot


While the proposed ballot initiative receives solid support from the electorate, the result is even more clear-cut when it comes to WHO ultimately should decide the issue—voters or the state legislature.  


	Fully 82% believe that the stem cell research ballot initiative should be decided by voters (including 69% who feel strongly), compared with just 12% who would leave it in the hands of the state legislature.  As expected, “yes” voters prefer the issue to be decided by New Jersey’s voters by an overwhelming 80% to 14%; however, it is surprising that “no” voters feel even more strongly that their voice should be heard in the matter (86% decided by the voters, 8% decided by the state legislature).  In other words, voters who oppose stem cell research are the most adamant about having a chance to weigh in.





This memorandum is based on a survey among 605 likely 2005 general election voters conducted March 8 to 10, 2005.  The survey’s findings have a margin of error of ±4 percentage points, and are fully representative of a statewide New Jersey electorate by partisanship, region, and key demographic factors.
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