SURVEY:  FOUR OUT OF FIVE MASSACHUSETTS RESIDENTS SUPPORT

STATE STEM CELL RESEARCH BILL OPPOSED IN PART BY ROMNEY

BOSTON, MA.///March 16, 2005//A solid 81 percent of Massachusetts adults support a state bill that would encourage stem cell research, permit somatic cell nuclear transfer (SCNT or so called “therapeutic cloning,” which is used to create stem cells for medical research) and also ban cloning to create new human life, according to a new Hart Research survey conducted for the Results For America (RFA), which is a project of the nonprofit and nonpartisan Civil Society Institute (CSI) located in Newton, MA.   Support for the pending state bill is strong across the board, including Catholics (76 percent), Republicans (66 percent), and small town/rural residents (81 percent).

No evidence is seen that the public is embracing what might be termed the "Romney straddle" involving support for the stem cell provision of the state bill and opposition to the SCNT section.   In fact, support for "therapeutic cloning" (which is not used to create human life, but only to generate stem cells for medical research) was found in the survey to be nearly as high as that for stem cell research.  Stem cell research was strongly supported on an unaided basis by Massachusetts residents at 70-21 percent, somewhat higher than the unaided support level for SCNT of 62-30 percent.   By contrast, human cloning for reproductive purposes was opposed by an even stronger 84-10 percent.  

Civil Society Institute Senior Fellow Gail Pressberg said:  "This survey shows widespread public support for swift legislative action to encourage more stem cell research in Massachusetts so that our world-class researchers and other scientists can keep the lead in the global search for possible cures to Parkinson's, Alzheimer's and other diseases. These findings make it clear that the few vocal opponents out there are really speaking for almost no one other than themselves."
Guy Molyneux, partner and senior vice president of Peter D. Hart Research Associates, Inc., said:   "It is rare to see such strong support across the board for a widely debated issue of this sort.  One conclusion that you have to draw from data showing majority backing for the stem cell research legislation in certain pockets - Roman Catholics, Republicans and rural residents - suggests that this issue is not nearly as controversial as some people make it out to be.   Massachusetts residents are just like most other Americans who want to see stem cell research reach its full potential."
KEY SURVEY FINDINGS

The Hart Research survey of 606 Massachusetts voters was conducted March 7-9, 2005.  Among the major results are the following:

* Support for the pending state legislation to encourage stem cell research is strong at 81-15 percent, with the levels adjusting only slightly to 76-20 percent when respondents are provided with arguments on both sides of the issue.  In the 81-15 percent results, supporters of the legislation include 82 percent of Roman Catholics, 85 percent of independents, 66 percent of Republicans, and an even 81 percent of rural/small town residents and urban/suburban residents.

* Support for embryonic stem cell research in Massachusetts is strong at 70-21 percent (on an unaided basis), including 62 percent of Roman Catholics, 69 percent of independents, 53 percent of Republicans, and 73 percent of rural/small town residents (versus 68 percent in urban/suburban areas).

* Somatic cell nuclear transfer (SCNT) - or "therapeutic cloning" - is backed 62-30 percent (on an unaided basis).  When additional information is provided about SCNT, the level of support jumps to 80-13 percent, with only 7 percent strongly opposed.  On an aided basis, support is strong across the board, including 76 percent of Roman Catholics, 68 percent of Republicans, 69 percent of independents, and 78 percent of rural/small town residents (versus 80 percent in urban/suburban areas).

* Human cloning is opposed on an unaided basis 84-10 percent by Massachusetts residents.

Complete survey results are online at http:///www.ResultsForAmerica.org.

METHODOLOGY

Peter D. Hart Research Associates interviewed 606 registered Massachusetts voters who report that they are likely to vote in the November 2006 election.  The sample is scientifically representative of voters statewide.  Voters were contacted using a random digit dial (RDD) method of interviewing, and interviewing was conducted from March 7-9, 2005.  The survey carries a margin of error of plus or minus 4.0 percent for the entire sample.  The margin of error is higher for subgroups of the entire sample.

ABOUT CSI/RFA

Results For America is a project of the Civil Society Institute (CSI). The mission of CSI is to serve as a catalyst for change by creating problem-solving interactions among people, and between communities, government and business, that can help to improve society.

RFA seeks to shape and tap the tremendous amount of community-level knowledge, experience and innovative action that could solve America's problems in four key areas, including: "Healthy Families, Healthy Economy, Healthy America."  In this context, Results For American supports a commitment to biomedical technologies and breakthrough treatments and cures for life-threatening illnesses that affect millions of Americans.

CONTACT: Patrick Mitchell, (703) 276-3266 or pmitchell@hastingsgroup.com.

EDITOR'S NOTE:  A news release and streaming audio recording of a related news event will be available on the Web as of 4 p.m. EST on March 16, 2005 at http://www.ResultsForAmerica.org.
